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Chairman’s Report

Following the Church Architect’s Quinquennial repor 2008, | am pleased to
tell you that all his short term repair recommeraet (bar one) have now been
completed and paid for by FOLSC — see details.|3tee one item that has not been
undertaken, is to install screens in the ‘openirgeund the bells to prevent birds
entering that part of the tower. (I regret thatohd know the proper name for such
‘windows’ or gaps in the walls!) Keith Harding wasongly of the opinion that this
would be a poor use of funds as birds have neven beproblem in our church, and
the PCC took his advice! FOLSC is delighted to hpawl for the repair work as this
Is exactly what we were set up to do! In the meaatwe continue to build up funds
against future needs, and especially towards tperesive work on the tower that the
architect has warned will eventually be required.

For me as Chairman, an important event during #a kias been the retirement of
John Bradley as our Hon Secretary. John was a tofvstrength in our early years
when FOLSC was being set up - he guided us thrdbhghcomplex process of
formally establishing the Charity and registerirggwith the Charity Commissioners.
It was not a trivial exercise; his patience andrdighness were a very necessary
skilll So we all owe John a big ‘thank you’ whichaim very pleased to give now
publicly and formally on behalf of all the Trustemsd Members. Geoff Pringle has
taken over from John and we wish John (and Tatievedl)in their new activities.

There are reports later on events you might hatem@éd or missed in 2009; but
this year starts with the AGM on Feb™.We all hope you will all come along, with
your friends; full of ideas on what we should béndb See the notices later! As ever
we are delighted to see new faces, and even measqd if anybody feels sufficiently
interested to join the Trustees!

It would be impossible to run FOLSC without thewgenerous help and support
from my fellow Trustees and their spouses; so, @ Yehalf, | thank them all most

sincerely. And of course, | must also thank our finers, and friends, for their support
during the year.

Tim Walford, Chairman Jan 12010
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Notice of the AGM- Wednesday 10th Feb 2010

The Annual General Meeting will be held in the Sahiall - doors open at
7.00 for a chat and a glass of wine before the imgeit 7.30. We hope that all
members who are available that night will attenisTis the opportunity for you
to make suggestions on how we raise funds andhwarthese funds are being used
to maintain the Church structur®lon-members who would like to learn more
about us will also be most welcome.

Geoff Pringle Hon Secretary

Treasurer’'s Notes

After another hard year of excellent fund raisingrdgs, we now have just
over £27,900 in cleared funds at the end of the. ydas is down slightly due to the
higher than normal grants to the PCC. Full accowtde presented at the AGM.

Membership is up by one, with some minor changedaking into account
that many are family memberships, we estimatejttsatover 100 people now belong
to the “Friends”. | urge you to encourage anybamgupport us who has an interest in
this fine building. David Crawshaw — Hon Treasure

Quinguenial Repairs

As mentioned in the last FOLSC News, the archii@and the church to be in
generally good condition but he did make seven sstyons for work that ought to be
done within the next 18 months. The first six wkrerepairs - to the nave flashings
against the tower, the window sill within the soatkle vice turret, loose tiles below
chancel pews, broken slate droppers on south theyewindows, missing pointing
around chancel arch, & repairs to poor finishesawer and vice turret roofs. All of
this short and medium term work has now been daha,cost of about £1,350 fully
covered by FOLSC. His suggestion for bird screenthe tower was not acted on!
The architect also recommended a new electricglertton which cost £600, and his
fee was half funded by FOLSC. There were also dmrttons during the year for
repairs to the clock, and other minor door and wwmdepairs, making a total of
contribution by FOLSC for the last year of £4,845.

(I would have liked to
include better pictures of these ite
but they do not photograph wel
TimW.)

It is difficult to tell, but the
above was taken during the
harvest festival!
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Note from the PCC

The PCC is indebted to FOLSC for meeting
the cost of repairs to the heating system, when an
underground leak threatened to undermine the
foundations of the church. New pipes were laid and
lagged to Water Board standard and Fernox was
inserted in the water to minimise rust. Two other
areas of the church have underground pipes but
‘sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof -
Matthew 6v31.

Some of the window ledges overlooking the
south transept roof have been repaired. This is one
area that an elderly churchwarden can inspect!

Further work will be required as

was demonstrated by a further leak
from the window ledge above the
vestry door — after the church

architect had approved the work.
The apex of the roof abutting the
tower has received attention. | have
not inspected the remedial work
but the problem has not been
entirely solved. All this work has

been carried out through the
generosity of FOLSC, for which

people in the pews are extremely
grateful.

| have been asked to comment upon the dire stateeahurch finances. The
largest demand upon our resources is the pariste ffa£22,797, payable to the
diocese, which is a 12% increase over the previmss and is despite no visible
increase in church attendance. This compares witshiA_angport share of £24,464
and High Ham share of £9,067. The other major dnoutgoing of £5,980 is payable
to the Local Ministry Team for running expenses.

Other points to note are that all work inside theirch is carried out by
volunteers. This includes cleaning, polishing aneppration of services. The Parish
Council contributes to churchyard mowing and thadhanewsletter. Money is raised
by church goers through gift aid and church coltet where they are being asked to
increase their giving by 15%; fetes, jumble saths, cycle ride and sales of holly.
Individual parishioners have raised funds by opgrimeir gardens and arranging
other events. In addition, a loyal band of churaerg organise monthly coffee
mornings, with a sale of produce, to support a @it of worthy charities. In this
way, the church provides a much needed meetingead cares for the wants of
others less fortunate than ourselves. Despite thiéses, the PCC felt unable to make
the final monthly payment in December to the dieces

It is evident that the assistance of FOLSC in nwoimg the fabric of the
church is indispensable. | wish to place on recoydthanks to all those who support
the life of the church in Long Sutton in any capaci

Roger Cox Churchwarden
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Events which _you might have
attended or missed!

Spring Dance It seems ages ago
now but it was less than a year when we
decorated the Village Hall and had a jolly
good thrash! A slightly lower attendance
allowed space for some unusual dancing!

Summer Party

The Jay’s barn in

Upton (left) was host to the ever popular
Long Sutton Over Dramatic Society. It
was a sell out with much teasing of the
FOLSC Trustees!

Folk Concert Reg Meuross and
Bethany Porter gave a splendid
performance to a capacity audience in the
church, with many moving songs. It was
cool as the heating was still leaking but
that did not detract from the excellent
music!

Future events - Get these dates in your
diaries now!

AGM - Feb 10th - 7:00 for 7:30pm -
Village School - see earlier

Antartic Talk by Tony

Ellerbeck- March 13" — 7:00

pm for 7:30 in the Village Hall.
Enjoy a glass of wine and enjoy
the spectacular scenery (see
right) and wonderful wild life
photography. This promises to be
a fascinating evening but the
voyage home could also have
been the most interesting!
Summer Party- This is likely
to be a ‘themed’ evening on July"1ih Upton!

Autumn Events We are trying to arrange a mouse racing eveningept 11 in
the village hall; and possibly a folk concert bgkla Oats in November. Watch for

details in the LS Newsletter.

Another Wells Tour® there is sufficient demand, this can be arranged
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