Alan Ladd Age 25

Alan Ladd was born at Knowl Hill, near Cookham in Berkshire in 1893. His parents were George, originally
from Exeter, and Mary Anne who had been born in Wootton Courtney. George was a plumber and gas
fitter and the family moved several times, presumably because of work opportunities.

Alan had a twin brother Arthur and they joined Alice (13), Lawrence (10), Millicent (8), George (6) and
Richard (2). The 1901 Census shows the family living in Water Street, Dunster, but by the time Alan
enlisted, they had moved to Park Street.

Alan Ladd’s service record survived the bombing in WW2 and his enlistment papers show that he took the
Oath before a JP at Minehead on 9" November 1915. He was 5'5” in height and weighed 130 Ibs. His
chest measurement was 35”. Before enlistment he had worked as a tailor and he joined the Army Service
Corps (later the Royal Army Service Corps). His record documents suggest that he served only in England.

His connection with Long Sutton came in 1916 when he married Ada Westlake, the daughter of Joseph and
Elizabeth Westlake who lived in Shute Lane. Alan and Ada were married in the Wesleyan Church in
Somerton and an account of the wedding appeared in the Langport and Somerton Herald the following
week. The bride wore a navy blue costume with champagne silk hat and carried a sheaf of lilies. Her sister
Mary was bridesmaid.
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By 1918, Alan was with the RASC Remounts at Swaythling near Southampton. The ASC Remounts
Service was responsible for the provisioning of horses and mules to all army units. It is ironic that Alan
Ladd, one of only two men listed on the Long Sutton war memorial who did not have an agricultural
background, should be destined to work in a unit responsible for the supply of horses to the military.



The influenza epidemic spread around the world, reaching the Western Front in the spring of 1918 and was
rife in Britain by the summer. About a fifth of the victims developed bronchial pneumonia or septicaemia,
resulting in high mortality.

Alan Ladd reported with general weakness, shivering, sore throat, cough and vomiting on the 8" October.
He was admitted to the Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley and became steadily worse over several days as
pneumonia progressed. His wife was informed that he was dangerously ill. Her address at the time is
shown as Hamble. Possibly she was lodging nearby or she had travelled down when he became ill. Alan
died on the 14"

THE Zangport & Somerton Tecald His body was brought back to Long Sutton and

he was buried in the graveyard of the Friends
Meeting House on 19" October. The newspaper
printed a full account of the funeral which was
attended by his parents, brother and sister and
his in-laws. The coffin was covered with flowers
and the grave lined with moss and trimmed with
white and purple flowers.
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A son, Philip Ladd was born in the spring of 1919.



