
Frank Richards Age 27 

Francis George Richards was born on the 19th April 1889 and baptised on 25th August 1889 at Holy Trinity. 

He was the son of George and Rhoda Richards of Long Sutton. The 1891 census records George as an 

agricultural labourer and the family were probably living towards the Langport end of Shute Lane. By 1901 

George is recorded as working as a carter on a farm and the family were living in Crouds Lane. Frank is 

listed as the eldest child, followed by Florence, Edward, Lillian and Gertrude. 

Like his father, Frank worked on a farm when he left school.   

The newspaper account at his death states that he tried to join up immediately the war started, but was 

rejected. Subsequent attempts were also unsuccessful, suggesting that Frank was probably unfit or of 

small stature, despite working in a physical occupation.  However, by the early part of 1917, recruitment 

officers were driven to accept men who were less than A1. Frank joined the Devon Regiment and was sent 

to Wiltshire, initially being put to work on a farm there.  He returned to the barracks at Tidworth and became 

ill with meningitis.  He died on 11th April, 1917, just seven weeks after leaving Long Sutton.     

                 

 

 

 

 

Frank Richards was brought back to 

Somerset for burial in the churchyard 

at Holy Trinity.  The flag at the school 

was flown at half mast and the head-

master played the organ at the funeral.   

Frank’s gravestone is supplied by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commis-

sion. It is of the standard design that 

commemorates all casualties in an 

equal and uniform fashion, irrespective 

of military or civil rank, race or creed.   


