Sidney Frank Toop Age 19

Sidney Toop was born on Christmas Day, 1895 in Wareham, Dorset, son of Edward Toop, an agricultural
labourer and his wife Fanny. The 1901 census shows the family living in West Street, Wareham. Sidney
had two sisters, Mary and Bessie, but he was the only son.

The family moved to Long Sutton sometime after 1911 and Sidney worked as a farm hand at Stapleton. He
joined Prince Albert’'s Somerset Light Infantry as a regular soldier about 12 months before the start of the
war. He went to the front in August 1914, and took part in the retreat from Mons. This was a shambolic

flight during which troops experienced the hardship of German shelling and prolonged periods without food,
fresh water and shelter.

He was wounded in February 1915, but on his recovery he returned to the front with the 1% Battalion in mid-
June 1915. He died of wounds on the 7th July 1915, age 19.

The Langport and Somerton Herald reported that when the news of his death reached Long Sutton, the
Union Jack flag on the church was flown at half mast and the minute bell tolled for one hour in memory. At
the conclusion of the Sunday service, the organist played the Dead March in Saul. Sidney Toop is buried in
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium which was used by the nearby casualty clearing stations.
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PRIVATE SYDNEY FBANK
TOOP.

U S

DIED FROM WOUNDS.

We tegret to record the deakh, on July 8ih, of
Private Sydney Frank Toop, 1st Somerset Light
Inmntry, from wounds recoived inaction in France. |

The sad newa was conveyed to his parents, Mr.
and Mra, Toop, of Long Sutton, in a letier from
the War Office which was received on Sunday
moraing.

The decoassd was the only son, e was 19 yeara |
of age last Chriatmas Day, having celebrated his
birthday in the trenones. ~Prior to joining the [
Yomersets he worked as a farm hand for Mr.
Saunders of Stapleton. Deoceased joined the 3rd
Battalion of the Somerget I.I. about 12 months
before war broke out. He went ont to the Front
with his regiment in August and took part in the
- rotreat {rom Mons and muoh of the sabsequent |
. ighting. He was afterwarda tranaferred to the lst |
. Battalion of the same regiment, He was wounded

in February aud came hack to England to recuper-
“ate, On his recovery in March hs came to |
. hia home at Long Sution for three week’s lsave,
. He then ra]oined the rag;ment at ]aunwn and
<" 'Tnll%lell’ﬁl hJ' ruluuuuu Llu Lvuuluud w0 buu

. Pront ahout three weeks ago and received the

" wounds which proved fatal vary accn afterwards,

'ne sad news ocama ag a terrible shook to hia
gparenh who -wors unaware that he was even

goundad,
,3 Such sympathy i4 sxpressed wiﬂ; Mr, and ‘Jlra
aop in thelr great sorrow,




